Wednesday, June 10, 2020

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Pent-up Demand Fuels Local Market

Prices are up. More than 1/2 of the 124 local homes
listed in May pended sale in fewer than 9 days.

Call me for a free market evaluation if
you are thinking of selling!
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Orinda school board tries to budget in time of uncertainty

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda Union School Board
received a preliminary draft
budget from Theresa Sidrian,
Director of Business Services,
that projects deficit spending in
the next two years. However, in
the face of unprecedented un-
certainty about what school will
be like in the next academic
year, the board unanimously
decided to delay the budget
process in the hopes of having
more information available.
Therefore, it scheduled a special
meeting for June 22, in addition
to its June 8 meeting. Each
school is required to submit its
budget by the end of June, and
Sidrian said that there would be
sufficient time after the June 22
meeting to meet the
requirement.

One thing that the board
was able to do was to adopt the
school calendar for the 2020-21
academic year, which will start
Aug. 13, the day after Acalanes
and finish May 28, 2021, the day
after Acalanes. As a cost-cutting
measure, the board is consider-
ing replacing two teacher de-
velopment days with furlough
days. In addition, Feb. 18 2021
has been designated as a “po-
tential weather day,” which

could be used to make up a day
that school was canceled owing
to an adverse weather event, or
which could be used as a vaca-
tion day, if not required for
make up. Beyond that, nothing
is clear about how school will
be conducted next year.

The OUSD, like all school
districts in California, is facing
significant budget cuts owing to
the economic downturn caused
by COVID-19. The governor’s
budget, introduced in May, in-
cludes large cuts in school ap-
propriations. The budget will be
final at the beginning of July,
but there may be further cuts to
come in future revisions. The
cuts come despite the fact that
the governor has prioritized
school funding and hopes to
shelter schools from the worst
economic effects of COVID-19.
Other unanswered questions
include what school enrollment
will look like for the fall and the
outcome of collective
bargaining.

Basically, the district is
looking at an over $2 million
loss in revenue that will result
in dramatically lower reserves
for this budget and deficits for
the next two years. Sidrian re-
ported that this is the first time
in her memory that the district

would fail to have a positive
balance for the two upcoming
years. Board President Cara
Hoxie pointed out that this bud-
get is based on income from last
year, but that income for this
year may significantly lower,
causing an even greater prob-
lem for next year’s budget.

The board considered how
to deal with the lower revenue
and potentially increased ex-
penses. One thing that could re-
duce expenses would be to con-
tinue with distance learning,
even if school were allowed to
resume. However, the board
rejected this option. Board
member Hilary Weiner said, “If
it is safe for kids to be in school,
then they should be in school.”
Although Hoxie wondered
when students will feel truly
safe in school.

The board did adopt an in-
creased statutory school fee for
all new developments, whether
residential or commercial. An-
other option to bring in more
revenue, espoused by Charles
Shannon, president of the
Orinda Educators Organization,
is to ask the community and
parents groups for a large, one-
time donation. (See story, Page
A6). The board also heard from
its budget reduction subcom-

mittee, Carol Brown and Jason
Kaune. Brown talked about the
unintended consequences of
some previous attempts to re-
duce expenditures, and warned
the board to look out for such
possibilities. For example, com-
bining human resources with
student services led to in-
creased legal costs.

Among the items consid-
ered for cost cutting are class-
room staffing, distance learn-
ing, and special education. Class
size increases from 20 to 24 stu-
dents at the elementary level
and up to 30 students per class
in intermediate school could
result in savings of up to
$990,000. Instructional aides
cost $800,000, which has been
paid for by parent’s clubs.

In the event that distance
learning continues, there are
possible savings of up to
$370,000 for music instruction,
$196,000 for librarians and li-
brary techs, and additional sav-
ings for physical education and
maintenance/safety expenses,
including reduced utility use.
Special education aides could
be a potential cost savings of
$38,000, but Brown warned that
this could backfire if they have
to hire contract aides as a

cost more.

Also under consideration
are pay cuts for administrative
and staff and a possible “step
and column” freeze for teach-
ers, which would have to be ne-
gotiated and could have nega-
tive unintended consequences.

Brown said that she hopes
the board can find transforma-
tional ways to permanently re-
duce costs, to avoid having a
cycle of cuts and increases.
Hoxie said she doesn’t like all or
nothing thinking and suggested
partial reductions. Board
member Liz Daoust said that, as
a parent, she would favor larger
class sizes over loss of enrich-
ment programs. The committee
also presented the views of the
individual schools on a number
of possible reductions.

In a related matter, it was
reported that the district issued
$20 million in bonds with inter-
est at an historically low rate:
2.48% over 30 years. Sidrian re-
ported that the bonds were met
with enthusiasm, which she at-
tributed to the district's AA+
rating, the highest possible.

replacement, which could

A creek runs through it: Orinda seeks kids’ input

on the future of downtown

By Sora O'Doherty

The city of Orinda is looking
to hear from Orinda children
for its downtown plan. The
planning department put to-
gether a brief video to provide
local kids with background
information as well as a sur-
vey just for kids. If you have
school-aged children in
Orinda, the planning depart-
ment would love to hear from
them!

The video asks children
about some things they may
not be aware of, such as that
San Pablo Creek actually runs
through downtown Orinda,
and that the planning depart-
ment is making a 3D model of
the downtown.

Senior Planner Adam
Foster presented the video to
Cathy Campbell’s third-grade
class at Wagner Ranch Ele-
mentary School. Foster found
the children to be very enthu-
siastic about the project. They
suggested a singing fountain
for downtown.

The survey has nine
questions for children, in-
cluding, What do you think
downtowns are used for?
What is your favorite thing to
do in downtown Orinda? Of
all the downtowns you have
been to, which did you like the
most? Why? And, Does any-
one live in downtown Orinda?
The survey also has room for
suggestions.

The responses so far are
from a variety of kids, from
first through 12th grades. The
answers are thoughtful, and
the children seem well trav-
eled, liking nearby down-
towns, such as Danville, to
New York City across the
country. A number of cities in
Oregon were named as fa-

Video Link:

vorites, including Bend and
Ashland. Walnut Creek got
some positive comments, but
also some negative ones.
Santa Cruz and neighboring
Lafayette also received posi-
tive comments.

Children like to visit the
library, with Orinda’s library
getting praise, to visit the toy
store and eat out. Loard’s Ice
Cream, Starbucks and Nation's
Giant Hamburgers got
shoutouts, as did the local
hardware store. Respondents
wished for more parks, more
restaurants, and more shops,
including a book store. One
respondent, who noted that
their parents were divorced
and had to sell the family
home, wished there were
smaller homes or apartments
available in Orinda. Another
also wished for more afford-
able housing.

An eighth-grader sug-
gested, “Please make Orinda
exciting!! It's always so dead,
so please build more afford-
able housing, add retail and
maybe consider raising the
height limit on buildings.” A
second-grader suggested mu-
rals for downtown. A sixth-
grader said, “Grass Valley has
my favorite downtown. This is
because the city has preserved
its history very well, but it is
still a very interesting place to
hang out. Plus there always
seems to be something exiting
going on, like a parade, street
market, or festival.” A fifth-
grader answered the question,
“What do you think down-
town Orinda will look like in
100 years?” with the pithy ob-
servation, “I will be dead.”

The kids survey is in ad-
dition to the survey for adults,
which is still available. Over
600 people have already com-
pleted the survey. The plan-

www.youtube.com/watch?v=II2mq_pbVQk&feature=youtu.be

Survey Link:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/downtownorinda4kids

Survey for everyone else:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/downtownorinda

ning department has also re-
leased a tentative schedule of
upcoming meetings on down-
town development. The city
council’s downtown subcom-
mittee will meet at 5 p.m. June
10 via Zoom Webinar and
again on July 7. On June 23
there is a second community

workshop on the down-
town precise plan. The
workshop, tentatively
scheduled for 7 p.m., will
also be via Zoom
Webinar.

Epming Soon

il

73 La Espiral, Orinda
Call or Email for Price and Timing
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 2825 SqFt | .64 acres
Contemporary Country Club home featuring high vaulted
ceilings and an abundance of natural light on wooded knoll.

www.73LaEspiral.com

Jeff@JeffSnell.com
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Jeff Snell & Lynda Snell
Your Real Estate Resource
(925) 765-8700

DRE#01333422

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

3971 Canyon Road, Lafayette
Offered at $3,175,000
6 Beds | 4 Baths | 3 Half Baths | 5815 SqFt | 1 Acre
Fabulous private gated estate offers a unique retreat with classic
traditional home plus a large two story guest house.

www.3971Canyon.com

(925) 683-2600
LyndaSnell@aol.com
DRE#00700106

Weed Cutting

Call Tony at (925) 497-3741
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Brush Clearance per Fire Requlations

g

Village

DRE# 01301392

« Frameless Shower Glass

« Shower Enclosures
e Custom Mirrors
« New Windows/Patio Doors

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

+ Replacement & Installation

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510
www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

We do Sneeze Guards!

Why bother doing
plastic sneeze guards
when you cando a
glass sneeze guard
which will not scratch
and last for years to
come.

Call us today for
your free quote!




